
The Epiphany of Our Lord 

My dear Friends, 

I do hope that this finds you well and safe in this most strange Christmastide that any of us 
have ever encountered. Nevertheless I hope too that you have some glimpse of joy and peace 
in the festive season. Perhaps you have spent more time sending and reading Christmas cards 
than in normal years as contact with distant family and friends is in sharper focus. Maybe you 
have been fortunate enough to receive a special gift or two, a surprise or something you really 
wanted. 

The tradition of giving presents at Christmas some say is inspired by the gifts that the Infant 
Christ received from the Wise Men, the gold, frankincense and myrrh that we see represented 
in our Nativity scenes and cribs, those curious meaningful offerings that we would normally 
be singing about in our Epiphany carols. Also if we listen to Christina Rossetti’s carol, In the 
bleak midwinter, we are told that the shepherds would bring a lamb. All of us are encouraged 
to bring our hearts to Jesus, to show our love and adoration to him. 

Christian people have down the ages been taught that our gifts in the sense of our abilities 
and skills are from God and that we should use them for his purpose. In the past year we have 
all been called to offer our gifts to the service of the Church and the wider community in ways 
that we never previously imagined. Some I know who have been shielding and housebound 
themselves have spent hours telephoning fellow parishioners. Others have used their 
expertise in new technologies and ways of communication in keeping the gospel message 
alive. More traditionally it has been a particular joy to hear the few who are designated as 
choristers sing the Christmas music in some of our churches. Some have offered practical help 
to those who are isolating or ill. All of us are able to pray in the quiet moments we have which 
is the way that brings us together in Christ’s body. 

One of the things we try to do in our home at this time is to write thank you letters to those 
who have been so kind to give us presents. Let this be my thank you note to all of you who 
have been so remarkable and committed in using your gifts for the church in the past months. 
Without your dedication and generosity we as clergy would not be able to fulfil our roles. I 
might say too that in the year to come we will all have more work to do. Let us pray that the 
message of joy, peace and love that the Christ child brings will give us strength and health to 
do his work. 

With every blessing and good wish for 2021. 
Stewart 

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk 
Vicar of Roath 
Area Dean of Cardiff 
 


